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Adds Ralston, “It’s true, if the wind
picks up we could be stuck in a tent for
days.”
“When the wind picks up,” says Evans.
What both men look forward to most
about the trip is the mental game they
must play in order to survive, which is
paradoxically the most challenging aspect.

“There’s a
million reasons why
you wouldn’t do it,
but you have to
decide to find a way
to make it happen.”
- Jon Ralston

Says Evans, “The fact that there’s
nothing there. I mean absolutely nothing. We’ll need to pick a piece of snow
that we can see two or three miles away
and make it there. So it’s breaking it
down in to those small, manageable
packets. It’s physical for sure, but it’s
mostly mental. How do you keep doing this for eight to 10 hours a day for
60 days? Don’t think of the 60 days,
think,’where am I going today?’”
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Elora’s own Odd Couple skiing to the South Pole
“Or where am I going in the next 10
minutes,” adds Ralston.
Though each of them come from
very different backgrounds and experiences, they are truly a well-suited pair,
and both value keeping life in perspective.
“One of the best feelings on a trip like
this is when you eat at the end of a day
of work. There’s something incredibly
comforting; it’s euphoria almost,” says
Ralston.
“Yes, the simplest things in life like a
hot cup of tea seem most amazing. So
extravagant,” says Evans. “When you
do something like this, even existing is
a struggle. It helps me keep that perspective, and take nothing for granted.”
They hope their journey will inspire
the community, and help people fulfill
their own wildest dreams.
Says Ralston, “There’s been a lot of
people who have said this is something
they wish they could do. But I guess
there’s always a reason why they don’t.
There’s a million reasons why you
wouldn’t do it, but you have to decide
to find a way to make it happen.”
Adds Evans, “Whatever your envelope is, you have to push it.”

IAN AND JON

Ian Evans and Jon Ralston, Elora’s
own Antarctic ‘Odd Couple’ will be
making their way to the South Pole together this November
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